When sediment is deposited, they form layers that are horizontal under the action of gravity.
Law of Horizontality
This law states that when sediments are deposited, the oldest is deposited at the bottom and the youngest sediment is on top.
Law of Superposition




















	


Law of Cross Cutting
Any strata that cut through other layers of rock are younger than the rock they cut.
Stratum/Strata
A layer or series of layers of rock in the ground. If there are many layers these are called strata. 























archaeology
The study of human history through the things people made, used, and discarded. 
archaeologist
A detective who studies the past by digging up and examining old objects that people left behind. 

Stratigraphy
The study of layered rocks (strata) and their sequence in time and place. 
artifacts
Something made and/or used by humans a long time ago. 
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