Document 1: The Starving Time
“The Starving Time”: John Smith Recounts the Early History of Jamestown, 1609
The organizers of the first English settlement at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607 had visions of easy wealth and abundant plunder. The colonists, a group with little agricultural experience and weighted with gentry, instead found a swampy and disease-ridden site. The local Indians were unwilling to labor for them. Few survived the first difficult winters. Captain John Smith had been a soldier, explorer, and adventurer. With the colony in near chaos, he took over the government of the colony in 1608 and instituted a policy of rigid discipline and agricultural cultivation. When a gunpowder accident forced his return to England in 1608, the colonists faced a disastrous winter known as “starving time.
The day before Captaine Smith returned for England with the ships, Captaine Davis arrived in a small Pinace, with some sixteene proper men more: To these were added a company from James towne, under the command of Captaine John Sickelmore alias Ratliffe, to inhabit Point Comfort. Captaine Martin and Captaine West, having lost their boats and neere halfe their men among the Salvages, were returned to James towne; for the Salvages no sooner understood Smith was gone, but they all revolted, and did spoile and murther all they incountered. Now wee were all constrained to live onely on that Smith had onely for his owne Companie, for the rest had consumed their proportions, and now they had twentie Presidents with all their appurtenances: Master Piercie our new President, was so sicke hee could neither goe nor stand. But ere all was consumed, Captaine West and Captaine Sickelmore, each with a small ship and thirtie or fortie men well appointed, sought abroad to trade. Sickelmore upon the confidence of Powhatan, with about thirtie others as carelesse as himselfe, were all slaine, onely Jeffrey Shortridge escaped, and Pokahontas the Kings daughter saved a boy called Henry Spilman, that lived many yeeres after, by her meanes, amongst the Patawomekes. Powhatan still as he found meanes, cut off their Boats, denied them trade, so that Captaine West set saile for England. Now we all found the losse of Captaine Smith, yea his greatest maligners could now curse his losse: as for corne, provision and contribution from the Salvages, we had nothing but mortall wounds, with clubs and arrowes; as for our Hogs, Hens, Goats, Sheepe, Horse, or what lived, our commanders, officers & Salvages daily consumed them, some small proportions sometimes we tasted, till all was devoured; then swords, armes, pieces, or any thing, wee traded with the Salvages, whose cruell fingers were so oft imbrewed in our blouds, that what by their crueltie, our Governours indiscretion, and the losse of our ships, of five hundred within six moneths after Captaine Smiths departure, there remained not past sixtie men, women and children, most miserable and poore creatures; and those were preserved for the most part, by roots, herbes, acornes, walnuts, berries, now and then a little fish: they that had startch in these extremities, made no small use of it; yea, even the very skinnes of our horses. Nay, so great was our famine, that a Salvage we slew, and buried, the poorer sort tooke him up againe and eat him, and so did divers one another boyled and stewed with roots and herbs: And one amongst the rest did kill his wife, powdered her, and had eaten part of her before it was knowne, for which hee was executed, as hee well deserved; now whether shee was better roasted, boyled or carbonado’d, I know not, but of such a dish as powdered wife I never heard of. This was that time, which still to this day we called the starving time; it were too vile to say, and scarce to be beleeved, what we endured: but the occasion was our owne, for want of providence, industrie and government, and not the barrennesse and defect of the Countrie, as is generally supposed; for till then in three yeeres, for the numbers were landed us, we had never from England provision sufficient for six moneths, though it seemed by the bils of loading sufficient was sent us, such a glutton is the Sea, and such good fellowes the Mariners; we as little tasted of the great proportion sent us, as they of our want and miseries, yet notwithstanding they ever over-swayed and ruled the businesse, though we endured all that is said, and chiefly lived on what this good Countrie naturally afforded; yet had wee beene even in Paradice it selfe with these Governours, it would not have beene much better with us; yet there was amongst us, who had they had the government as Captaine Smith appointed, but that they could not maintaine it, would surely have kept us from those extremities of miseries. This in ten daies more, would have supplanted us all with death.
But God that would not this Countrie should be unplanted, sent and Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Sommers with one hundred and fiftie people most happily preserved by the Bermudas to preserve us: strange it is to say how miraculously they were preserved in a leaking ship, as at large you may reade in the insuing Historie of those Ilands.
Source: John Smith, The Generall Historie of Virginia, New England & The Summer Isles (Glasgow, Scotland: James MacLehose and Sons, 1907), Vol. 1: 203–05

Document 2:
Link: https://historicjamestowne.org/history/history-of-jamestown/the-starving-time/?srsltid=AfmBOoosaqwcON_yVJyWHJFCdnAQEK4tnNNC6r1XTRHcvC1QTZacy-WV 
There are 3 tabs:  The Starving Time, The Artifacts and Learn More (Jane)

Document 3: 
Listen to the Bones:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHGI50ebhA0 (2:28)
Document 4: 
Down to Earth
In a celebrated career that has already uncovered significant artifacts of the Virginia colony’s earliest days, archaeologist Bill Kelso continues to dig deeper into Jamestown’s fascinating past.
BY RICHARD FOSTER APRIL 22, 2014
Bill Kelso has received numerous awards and media coverage for the finds at Historic Jamestowne.
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Archaeology magazine ranked the discovery at Historic Jamestowne of a cannibalism victim — dubbed Jane by Kelso's team — as one of the top 10 archaeological finds of 2013.


Bill Kelso is accustomed to proving people wrong — and that includes himself.
The director of the archaeological recovery efforts at Preservation Virginia’s Historic Jamestowne, Kelso is world-famous for finding the long-lost site of the 1607 James Fort, where the first permanent English colony in the New World took root.
Twenty years ago this April, Kelso turned over the first shovelful of dirt at the site, which is about 55 miles southeast of downtown Richmond, and almost immediately disproved the conventional wisdom that the 17th-century fort site had been lost to erosion and was under the James River.
“Nobody thought it was there. They all thought I was making it up,” recalls the iconoclastic archaeologist. “Most people said we weren’t going to find anything. It was the opposite: an absolute time capsule.”
Kelso, an accomplished archaeologist, previously had led digs at Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello and Poplar Forest estates. Then he worked for more than a decade to persuade the leadership of Preservation Virginia, which owns the fort site on Jamestown Island, to support an archaeological dig to prove that the fort site was still on dry land. From the very beginning, “I was finding pieces of pottery and pipe stems and musket balls. It was very clear that these were old enough and military enough to be from the fort.”
Two decades later, Kelso’s team has unearthed a treasure trove of hundreds of thousands of artifacts, including armor, weaponry and human remains. He uncovered the stains left behind by the rough logs that the settlers had placed upright in the ground to create the fort’s walls and palisades — the dimensions neatly matching up to historical records. And more recently, his team made international headlines for discovering definitive evidence of cannibalism occurring during the colony’s early days.
Kelso’s finds threaten to rewrite Plymouth Rock’s significance in the history books. In 1619, a year before the Pilgrims landed, the first representative government in the New World was already meeting in Jamestown. It was a port town with a population of 200 to 300 fueled by a booming tobacco industry from the plantations the colony had spawned along the James River.
“This is where America first began,” Kelso says. “The British Empire begins here. This is the first colony out of the British Isles, and it was worldwide by the beginning of the 20th century. … The earth was pretty well in their pocket.”
Kelso, 74, has received numerous plaudits for his work, including being designated a Commander of the British Empire in 2012 and receiving the J.C. Harrington Medal, the highest award from the Society for Historical Archaeology, in 2007. The Virginia General Assembly has passed multiple resolutions recognizing Kelso’s work. He personally led Queen Elizabeth II on a tour of the site in 2007 during Jamestown’s 400th anniversary celebration. Other notable visitors who have met with Kelso at the site have included President George W. Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, country singer Reba McEntire and movie star Colin Farrell, who portrayed Capt. John Smith in the 2005 Terrence Malick film about the founding of Jamestown, The New World.
Kelso is rugged, charismatic but quiet. He’s quick to joke about how all the honors haven’t exactly translated into riches.
The archaeological wonders found at Historic Jamestowne have been covered by almost every media outlet imaginable — including National Geographic, Time magazine, Smithsonian magazine and the New York Times, as well as numerous TV shows on PBS, CNN, Discovery Channel, History Channel, Travel Channel and more. One of the artifacts found on the site, a metal shipping tag imprinted “Yamestowne,” flew aboard the Space Shuttle Atlantis in 2007.
“The historical significance of this small piece of land out here is off the charts,” says Danny Schmidt, a senior staff archaeologist for Jamestown Rediscovery.
Yet, despite all that Kelso’s Jamestown Rediscovery team has found, the Historic Jamestowne dig continues to yield artifacts that surprise even Kelso.    
For example, there’s Jane.
Jane is the name Kelso’s team gave to the unknown 14-year-old cannibalism victim whose butchered skull and leg bone they recovered in 2012. When the announcement was made last year at the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Natural History that Kelso’s team had found definitive proof of cannibalism from Jamestown’s Starving Time winter of 1609, it was an international media sensation; Archaeology magazine named it among the top 10 archaeological finds of 2013, ranking it alongside the discovery of the skeleton of Richard III below a parking lot in England.
Yet, until he found Jane, Kelso himself had always dismissed the contemporaneous accounts of cannibalism occurring at colonial Jamestown as wild exaggerations. “I’m converted now,” he says.
In his 2006 book Jamestown: The Buried Truth “the word [cannibalism] isn’t even in there,” says Kelso, who’s currently working on an updated edition. “To me, it seemed like the people that were writing about it had a political agenda with it. They were using it for shock value, either to discredit a governor or a leader or to get the [Virginia] Company to send them more supplies and just get their attention, to say, ‘Hey, look, you left us Englishmen in a situation where we’ve become savages.’ ”
As it turns out, the English weren’t great exaggerators.
Jane’s skull was found broken into many pieces in a cellar that had been filled in with other refuse from a trash pile, including broken pieces of a German Bartmann jug and the butchered bones of dogs and horses from the Starving Time, when all but 60 of the 500 colonists died from disease or starvation.
She almost certainly was butchered after death, Kelso says, and she may have been a victim of starvation herself. She was from a lower class, probably a maidservant among a group of hundreds of colonists who arrived in 1609, only to find that there had been a drought and there was little to no food available for the winter. “Suddenly, somehow there’s 300 more mouths to feed,” Kelso says. “She didn’t live long.”
The butcher made four tentative chops to her forehead before turning her over and eventually cracking open her skull to retrieve her brain. (The fact that the four forehead chops were made evenly with no evidence of the victim moving or defending herself is proof she was already dead, Kelso says.) Other knife marks indicate that the skin around her cheeks was sliced away.
“When you examine each individual, each skeleton can tell you a great deal of information about who each person was: not just their death, but their life as well,” says Douglas Owsley, division head of physical anthropology at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History.
For example, Owsley says, he can tell who was a high-status individual, or not, by the lead in their bones because the gentry ate off pewter plates. (“They didn’t know they were killing themselves,” Kelso says.) Based on oxygen isotopes from drinking water, scientists can also determine if an individual was born in a particular region of England.
“It’s quite amazing,” Owsley says. “Most people don’t realize just how much you can learn from the human skeleton.”
Survival cannibalism of the already-dead wasn’t illegal, but it was frowned upon and probably wasn’t widespread, Kelso says. That said, one man was executed for killing his wife and salting her to eat later. (Kelso theorizes that the story is depicted on an amazing slate tablet his team recovered that contained various snippets of text, as well as drawings of colonists in Elizabethan dress and a cahow, a bird native to Bermuda.) Another “guy stole food, so they chained him to a post and let him starve to death. He’ll never do that again,” says Kelso.
“The story’s the story. If it’s grim, it’s grim, but I think it’s important,” he says. “It really comments on how close this colony was to [becoming] another lost colony.” In fact, the remaining 60 survivors were headed on a boat to escape Jamestown when they were met on the James River and ordered to turn around by Lord De La Warr, who had arrived with fresh men and a year’s supplies. Upon arriving at the colony, De La Warr ordered the place cleaned up and ramshackle buildings torn down. Kelso believes it was during this effort that the trash pile with Jane’s remains was used to fill in the kitchen cellar space where his team would find her bones more than 400 years later.
The Smithsonian’s Owsley has been assisting Kelso’s Jamestown Rediscovery team since 1996, when they brought him the skeleton nicknamed “J.R.” to examine. A male teenager, J.R. (for “Jamestown Rediscovery” but also a pun on “Who Shot J.R.?”) was shot in the tibia by a 70-caliber musket ball with buckshot. “The whole leg was practically blown off, so he would have bled to death pretty quickly,” Owsley says, matter-of-factly. (The discovery was the topic of an episode of the PBS documentary series Secrets of the Dead.)
More recently, the Smithsonian forensic anthropologist has been examining the remains of four high-status individuals Kelso’s team found buried under the chancel of the first church at Jamestown, the exact spot where Pocahontas married John Rolfe in April 1614. Kelso believes the remains include those of two captains and a knight, all of whom died during the early years of the settlement.
As for Jane, a forensic artist made a re-creation of what she could have looked like; the sculpture is on display beside her reconstructed skull in Historic Jamestowne’s museum of archaeological artifacts. She looks remarkably like actress Scarlett Johansson or the subject of Vermeer’s Girl with a Pearl Earring. Considering her likeness, Kelso says, “We’ve done justice for her. And now she has a face and a name.”
Kelso’s “epitaph, of course, is going to read, ‘Jamestown, Jamestown, Jamestown.’ That’s been far and away the most important thing he’s done, but … [he has also had] a transformative influence on how the practice and craft of archaeology is done,” says Carter Hudgins, a professor of archaeology at Clemson University and former Kelso protégé who nominated Kelso for the Harrington Medal.
In his early work at plantations such as Carter’s Grove and Monticello, Kelso pioneered an archaeological method called open-air excavation. Instead of methodically opening small “windows” into the soil one at a time as had been the practice, Kelso’s teams would uncover much larger areas in order to consider the distribution of artifacts over a widespread field and better put in context how the site’s archaeological finds relate to one another and the landscape.
“Bill understands better than anybody else that the more you dig, the more you get to see,” Hudgins says. “For Bill, one of the things he taught to the folks who worked for him is that at a basic level, archaeology is a blue-collar sport: The harder you work, the more you get done and the greater the rewards.”
Kelso also excelled in landscape archaeology, recovering planting patterns for the gardens and orchards at Monticello, Hudgins says, and he’s a leading expert on the archaeology of plantation slavery.
Raised in Ohio, Kelso grew up reading about archaeological excavations of the Egyptian pyramids in National Geographic, “but I never thought I would be doing it. My main interest in life was sports.” He won a football scholarship to Baldwin Wallace College, where he was a running back and placekicker and studied history.
Kelso moved to Virginia to pursue his master’s degree in history at the College of William and Mary. He taught history and coached football for a few years at Williamsburg’s James Blair High School, while volunteering during the summers at archaeological digs led by Ivor Noël Hume, the chief archaeologist at Colonial Williamsburg, who would later become Kelso’s mentor and boss.
After landing his first job as an archaeologist in Georgia, Kelso earned his doctorate in history from Emory University. People are sometimes surprised to learn he doesn’t hold a formal degree in archaeology, but Kelso finds his education as a historian helpful “because most of what I do, I have to interpret by knowing the [historical] documents. It goes hand in hand.”
Schmidt remembers uncovering the remains of what appeared to be the skeleton of a young man with an arrowhead up against his femur. It sparked Kelso’s memory, and he retrieved a book with a report of an early 1607 skirmish between colonists and Native Americans. “Bill’s standing there reading to me, reading that three Virginia Indians were slain and only one English colonist was slain and it was a young boy, and I remember getting goose bumps. To be able to marry up the archaeology with the history like that is just remarkable.”
Kelso’s also an advocate for opening archaeology up to the public. When his team makes important finds, Kelso insists on showing them to on-site visitors instead of rushing fresh artifacts directly to the recovery lab. Every other week during the summers, Kelso personally leads a guided tour of the fort site.
“This is as close to time travel as we’re ever going to come,” says Schmidt, “and it’s pretty neat to be able to share that with the public.”
Schmidt has been working with Kelso since the first year of the Jamestown dig in 1994, when Schmidt was just 16 and volunteering after school. “I’ve been here more than half my life,” says Schmidt, now a married father of three boys. “I give these tours once a week to visitors and I joke that most of us have spent more time in this fort than any colonist ever did.”
Asked about his plans for the future, Kelso jokes that he’ll keep working at Historic Jamestowne until he’s one of the artifacts: “I’ll fall in the last hole and you can just throw the dirt on me.”
Turning serious, the former marathon runner says he has no plans for retirement: “I’m still very interested and excited about what we find [and] so far I’m in pretty good shape.”
Besides, there may be a whole new fort to unearth.
John Smith writes about the fort being extended after 1608 into a five-sided structure with palisades. From his research, Kelso theorizes that a mirroring triangular addition was added onto the 1607 fort, resulting in a fort that was shaped more like a diamond. If that’s true, the fort’s actual footprint could be double the size of the present 1607 James Fort area they’ve excavated, which is about the size of a baseball field. (And to put that in perspective, the entire early colonial town outside the fort stretched over about 22 acres and they’ve excavated less than 2 acres so far.)
Kelso, says Schmidt, is “a visionary. He’s got a pretty amazing grasp of the site and where to be looking next.”
No contemporaneous layout of the fort exists; only historical records that described various buildings and events. Nevertheless “when [Kelso] says we’re going to find things, he pretty much always does. He’s got an amazing grasp of both the historical records and the lay of the land.”
They know about the remains of one building within the addition but don’t know what else they’ll find there. Schmidt is skeptical about Kelso’s diamond-shaped fort theory, but he does believe that the area in question merits examination. Hundreds of settlers, probably including Jane, are known to have camped outside the James Fort due to overcrowding when new settlers arrived in 1609, and they probably fortified the area to protect from Indian assaults.
Also, Kelso and Schmidt think a still-lost well from 1611 may be located within the addition. Some of the best artifacts they have retrieved have come from abandoned wells, which the settlers used as trash pits after the wells dried up or went bad, creating time capsules filled with artifacts that were better protected from the ravages of anaerobic organisms in the soil and more oxygen-rich environments.
They’re working under a timeline. Kelso figures archaeologists probably have a maximum of 20 years to rescue artifacts from the site before they’re in such bad shape that they’ll be unrecoverable. “It’s going to be gone eventually,” he says. “That’s another reason why we’re digging.”
“It’s more or less mindboggling how much is out there that we’ve found, and I’m sure there’s much more,” says Schmidt. “Year after year, we say at the end of the excavation season, ‘How could it possibly get any more interesting?’ and then the next year comes along and it proves to be more interesting. It’s truly beyond any of our wildest dreams when we started out here what we would find.”
Richmond Magazine 

Document Five:
Starving Settlers in Jamestown Colony Resorted to Cannibalism
New archaeological evidence and forensic analysis reveals that a 14-year-old girl was cannibalized in desperation

Joseph Stromberg
April 30, 2013
The harsh winter of 1609 in Virginia’s Jamestown Colony forced residents to do the unthinkable. A recent excavation at the historic site discovered the carcasses of dogs, cats and horses consumed during the season commonly called the “Starving Time.” But a few other newly discovered bones in particular, though, tell a far more gruesome story: the dismemberment and cannibalization of a 14-year-old English girl.
“The chops to the forehead are very tentative, very incomplete,” says Douglas Owsley, the Smithsonian forensic anthropologist who analyzed the bones after they were found by archaeologists from Preservation Virginia. “Then, the body was turned over, and there were four strikes to the back of the head, one of which was the strongest and split the skull in half. A penetrating wound was then made to the left temple, probably by a single-sided knife, which was used to pry open the head and remove the brain.”
Much is still unknown about the circumstances of this grisly meal: Who exactly the girl researchers are calling "Jane" was, whether she was murdered or died of natural causes, whether multiple people participated in the butchering or it was a solo act. But as Owsley revealed along with lead archaeologist William Kelso today at a press conference at the National Museum of Natural History, we now have the first direct evidence of cannibalism at Jamestown, the oldest permanent English colony in the Americas. “Historians have gone back and forth on whether this sort of thing really happened there,” Owsley says. “Given these bones in a trash pit, all cut and chopped up, it's clear that this body was dismembered for consumption.”
It’s long been speculated that the harsh conditions faced by the colonists of Jamestown might have made them desperate enough to eat other humans—and perhaps even commit murder to do so. The colony was founded in 1607 by 104 settlers aboard three ships, the Susan Constant, Discovery and Godspeed, but only 38 survived the first nine months of life in Jamestown, with most succumbing to starvation and disease (some researchers speculate that drinking water poisoned by arsenic and human waste also played a role). Because of difficulties in growing crops—they arrived in the midst of one of the worst regional droughts in centuries and many settlers were unused to hard agricultural labor—the survivors remained dependent on supplies brought by subsequent missions, as well as trade with Native Americans.
By the winter of 1609, extreme drought, hostile relations with members of the local Powhatan Confederacy and the fact that a supply ship was lost at sea put the colonists in a truly desperate position. Sixteen years later, in 1625, George Percy, who had been president of Jamestown during the Starving Time, wrote a letter describing the colonists’ diet during that terrible winter. “Haveinge fedd upon our horses and other beastes as longe as they Lasted, we weare gladd to make shifte with vermin as doggs Catts, Ratts and myce…as to eate Bootes shoes or any other leather,” he wrote. “And now famin beginneinge to Looke gastely and pale in every face, thatt notheinge was Spared to mainteyne Lyfe and to doe those things which seame incredible, as to digge upp deade corpes outt of graves and to eate them. And some have Licked upp the Bloode which hathe fallen from their weake fellowes.”
Despite this and other textual references to cannibalism, though, there had never been hard physical evidence that it had occurred—until now. Kelso’s team discovered the girl’s remains during the summer of 2012. "We found a deposit of refuse that contained butchered horse and dog bones. That was only done in times of extreme hunger. As we excavated, we found human teeth and then a partial human skull," says Kelso.
Kelso brought them to Owsley for a battery of forensic tests, including microscopic and isotope analysis. “We CT scanned the bones, then replicated them as virtual 3D models and then put them together, piece by piece, assembling the skull,” Owsley says. Digitally mirroring the fragments to fill in the missing gaps allowed the team to make a 3D facial reconstruction despite having just 66 percent of the skull.
The researchers used this reconstruction, along with the other data, to determine the specimen was a female, roughly 14 years old (based on the development of her molars) and of British ancestry. Owsley says the cut marks on the jaw, face and forehead of the skull, along with those on the shinbone, are telltale signs of cannibalism. "The clear intent was to remove the facial tissue and the brain for consumption. These people were in dire circumstances. So any flesh that was available would have been used," says Owsley. "The person that was doing this was not experienced and did not know how to butcher an animal. Instead, we see hesitancy, trial, tentativeness and a total lack of experience."
He’s probably one of the researchers best qualified to make this judgment. As one of the country’s most prominent physical anthropologists, he’s analyzed many cannibalized skeletons from ancient history, and as an accomplished forensic investigator who works with the FBI, he’s also worked on much more recent cases, such as one of the victims of 1980s serial killer and cannibal Jeffrey Dahmer. In total, he estimates that he’s examined more than 10,000 bodies during his career, oftentimes people who were killed in tragic circumstances, including victims of 9/11 and journalists who were kidnapped and murdered in Guatemala. Most of his time, though, is spent working on more inspiring cases, such as the 9,000-year-old “Kennewick Man” discovered in Washington State, and the mysterious remains of ancient Easter Islanders. “I love the moments when you come up with something that you're just totally in awe of," he told Smithsonian magazine when he was named one of “35 Who Made a Difference.” “Something that gives you an overwhelming sense of wow!”
Owsley speculates that this particular Jamestown body belonged to a child who likely arrived in the colony during 1609 on one of the resupply ships. She was either a maidservant or the child of a gentleman, and due to the high-protein diet indicated by his team’s isotope analysis of her bones, he suspects the latter. The identity of whoever consumed her is entirely unknown, and Owsley guesses there might have been multiple cannibals involved, because the cut marks on her shin indicate a more skilled butcher than whoever dismembered her head.
It appears that her brain, tongue, cheeks and leg muscles were eaten, with the brain likely eaten first, because it decomposes so quickly after death. There’s no evidence of murder, and Owsley suspects that this was a case in which hungry colonists simply ate the one remaining food available to them, despite cultural taboos. “I don’t think that they killed her, by any stretch,” he says. “It's just that they were so desperate, and so hard-pressed, that out of necessity this is what they resorted to.”
Kelso’s team of archaeologists will continue to excavate the fort, searching for other bodies that might help us learn about the conditions faced by some of the country’s first European colonists. This might be the first specimen that provides evidence for cannibalism, but Owsley is pretty sure there are more to come. Percy’s letter also describes how, as president of the colony, he tortured and burned alive a man who had confessed to killing, salting and eating his pregnant wife—so the remains of this woman, along with other victims of cannibalism, may still be waiting to be found underground. “It’s fairly convincing, now that we see this one, that this wasn’t the only case,” he says. “There are other examples mentioned here and there in the literature. So the only question is: Where are the rest of the bodies?” 
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