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	Teacher’s Name:
	Gooding
	Content Area(s):
	History

	Title of the class:
	Topics in US History
	Additional content area: (if applicable)
	AP 

	School Name:
	Pocomoke High School
	Additional content area: (if applicable)
	[bookmark: Text23]     

	Grade(s) participating:
	10
	Technology integration?
	Yes

	Day(s) the class is offered:
	M-F
	Approx. number of students:
	10



	Description of the Professional Development Class:

	Digging Deeper: Trowels to Teaching:  Using archaeology to create an understanding of the necessity of cultural stewardship for forgotten and marginalized communities. 



	Content Standards:

	Standard: History - Indicator 5.A.1.a, b, and c (Grades 5–8)
Analyze the religious, economic, and political motivations that led to the colonization of North America by European powers.
· 5.A.1.a: Describe the motivations for European exploration and settlement in the Americas.
· 5.A.1.b: Analyze the impact of geography and climate on the development of colonial regions.
· 5.A.1.c: Explain how interactions between Native Americans and European settlers affected both groups.
Standard: History - Indicator 5.C.1.a
Describe hardships experienced by settlers in the early colonies.
Standard: History - Indicator 5.C.3.b
Explain how economic and social structures influenced daily colonial life.
Standard: Geography - Indicator 3.A.1.a
Use geographic tools to locate places and describe human and physical characteristics.




	Objectives

	Lesson Objectives (aligned to standards)
1. Students will describe the causes and consequences of the Starving Time in Jamestown, including the impact of environment, supply shortages, and conflict with Native Americans.
(Aligns with 5.A.1.b, 5.C.1.a)
2. Students will analyze primary and secondary sources related to Jamestown to determine what life was like for settlers during the winter of 1609–1610.
(Aligns with 5.C.1.a, 5.C.3.b)
3. Students will evaluate how extreme conditions, such as starvation and isolation, can affect human behavior, using historical evidence of cannibalism during the Starving Time.
(Aligns with 5.C.1.a, 5.C.3.b)
4. Students will explain how geographical features and the settlers’ location contributed to their lack of food and exposure to conflict.
(Aligns with 3.A.1.a, 5.A.1.b)
5. Students will examine the relationships between English colonists and the Powhatan Confederacy and how those interactions contributed to the crisis at Jamestown.
(Aligns with 5.A.1.c)
6. Students will identify and assess the economic motivations of the Virginia Company and how profit motives may have contributed to settler hardship.
(Aligns with 5.A.1.a, 5.C.3.b)
7. Students will evaluate how archaeological discoveries such as evidence of cannibalism during the Starving Time—have reshaped historical interpretations of early Jamestown, and explain how archaeology can confirm, contradict, or expand upon written historical records from the time.
8.  Supporting Statement for Instruction or Discussion:
*****Archaeological evidence, including the forensic analysis of remains from early Jamestown, has revealed the extreme desperation settlers faced during the Starving Time—evidence that was largely omitted or downplayed in written records. These findings demonstrate how archaeology serves as a vital tool in clarifying and sometimes rewriting our understanding of the past by uncovering physical truths that historical documents alone may not fully reveal. ****




	Purpose:

	Big Ideas: Causes, effects, reasons for different accounts Essential Question 

1. What factors caused the “starving time” in the Jamestown colony? 
2. Why might there be different accounts/versions of the same event? 

Enduring Understandings 

3. Students will understand that ordering events in chronological order can help them identify causes and effects.
4. Students will understand that a reason why there are different accounts of the same event is because different evidence is used to support conclusions.


	



	Links and Documents/Websites

	
1. Jamestown Settlers Identified after 400 Years: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2KL9XbkaSE 
2. Cannibalism at Jamestown: Listening to the Bones: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHGI50ebhA0 
3. https://richmondmagazine.com/news/features/bill-kelso-and-jamestown/ 
4. https://archaeology.org/issues/january-february-2014/digs-discoveries/jamestown-colony-cannibalism-george-percy/top-10-discoveries-of-2013/ 
5. https://historicjamestowne.org/november-2023/#:~:text=The%20Jamestown%20Rediscovery%20archaeologists%20have,burials%20have%20been%20located%20here. 
6. https://historicjamestowne.org/history/history-of-jamestown/the-starving-time/?srsltid=AfmBOoosaqwcON_yVJyWHJFCdnAQEK4tnNNC6r1XTRHcvC1QTZacy-WV 
7. https://historicjamestowne.org/collections/artifacts/category/starving-time/ 
8. https://historicjamestowne.org/archaeology/jane/ 
9. https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/starving-settlers-in-jamestown-colony-resorted-to-cannibalism-46000815/ 
10. https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/starving-time-the/ 
11. https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6593 




	DQB Prompt:

	Prompt:
In the early 17th century, the Jamestown settlement experienced extreme hardship, including the Starving Time of 1609–1610. Using the documents provided and your knowledge of the period, evaluate how conditions at Jamestown during the Starving Time were understood at the time and how modern archaeological discoveries—particularly the 2014 evidence of cannibalism—have reshaped our historical understanding of the colony’s early years.
In your response, be sure to:
· Develop a thesis that addresses the prompt.
· Use historical evidence to support your argument.
· Analyze and incorporate at least six of the provided documents.
· Explain how the context of the time shaped both the historical record and modern interpretations.
· Discuss the role of archaeology in shaping historical narratives.
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