
[bookmark: _ix682btoxpx9]William Apess
[image: Let a gentleman and lady of integrity and respectability visit these places, and they would be surprised; as they wandered from on hut to the other they would view with the females who are left alone, children half starved, and some almost as naked as they came into the world. And it is a fact that I have seen them as much so--while the female are left without protection, and are seduced by white men, and are finally left to be common prostitutes for them, and to be destroyed by that burning, firey curse, that has swept millions, both of red and white men, into the grave with sorrow and disgrace--Rum. One reason why they are left so is, because their most sensible and active men are absent at sea. Another reason is, because they are made to believe they are minors and have not the abilities given them from God, to take care of themselves, without it is to see to few little articles, such as baskets and brooms. Their land is in common stock, and they have nothing to make them enterprising.]

[image: word to them, for he could forever have withheld it from them. But we find that Jesus Christ and his Apostles never looked at the outward appearances. Jesus in particular looked at the hearts, and his Apostles through him being discerners of the spirit, looked at their fruit without any regard to the skin, color or nation; as St. Paul himself speaks, 'Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, cir-]


William Apess[image: Woodcut of William Apess]



















Various primary source excerpts demonstrating the relationship between colonists, early Americans and Native Americans.


[bookmark: _dmrqbpkawpux]Seneca Chief to George Washington
*Father is President George Washington

[image: Father,
You have compelled us to do that which has made use ashamed. We have nothing to answer to the children of the brothers of our fathers. When last Spring they called on us to go to war to secure them a bed to lie upon, The Senecas entreated them to be quiet until we had spoken to you: but on our way down we hear, your army had gone to the Country which those nations inhabit: and if they meet together the best blood on both sides will stain the ground. 
Father,
We will not conceal from you, that the great God, and not m<a>n has preserved the Corn planter from his own nation: for they ask continually, where is the Land which our children and their children after them are to lie down on? 
You told us say they, that the line drawn from Pennsylvania, to lake Ontario, would mark it for ever on the East, and the line running from Beaver Creek, to Pennsylvania, would mark it on the west; and we see that it is not so. For first one, and then another, come and take it away, by order of that people, who promsied to secure it to us. He is ilent for he has nothing to answer.]


Seneca Chief to George Washington

[bookmark: _yeaoenwdsozg]Shawnee Chief Tecumsa


[image: Since the peace was made, you have kill'd some of the Shawanese, Winebagoes Delawares and Miamies and you have taken our lands from us and I do not see how we can remain at peace with you if you continue to do so....
You try to force the red people to do some injury. It is you that is pushing them on to do mischief. You try to force the red people to do some injury. It is you that is pushing them on to do mischief. You endeavour to make destructions, you wish to prevent the Indians to do as we wish them to unite and let them consider their land as common property of the whole you take tribes aside and advise them not to come into this measure....]


Shawnee Chief Tecumsa

[bookmark: _wk3blzdcll67]Minavavana Chief of Chippewa
[image: Englishman, although you have conquered the French, you have not yet conquered us! We are not your slaves....
Englishman, our father, the king of France, employed our young men to make war upon your nation. In this warfare, many of them have been killed; and it is our custom to retaliate, until such time as the spirits of the slain are satisfied. But, the spirits of the slain are to be satisfied in either of two ways; the first is by the spilling of the blood of the nation by which they fell; the other by covering the bodies of the dead, and thus allaying the resentment of their relations. This is done by making presents.
Englishman, your king has never sent us any presents...wherefore he and we are still at war; and, until he does these thigns, we must consider that we have no other father, nor firend, among the white men, thean the king of France.... You do not come armed, with an intention to make war....We shall regard you, therefore, as a brother....As a token of our friendship, we present you with this pipe, to smoke.]


Minavavana Chief of Chippewa

[bookmark: _9wsdh4o8r8o9]Boarding School Memoirs
[image: Student Memories of their experiences
Lone Wolf of the Blackfoot tribe, remembered:
"[Long hair] was the pride of all Indians. The boys, one by one, would break down and cry when they saw their braids thrown on the floor. All of the buckskin clothes has to go and we had to put on the clothes of the White Man. If we thought the days were bad, the nights were much worse. This is when the loneliness set in, for it was when we knew that we were all alone. Many boys ran away from the school because the treatment was so bad, but most of them were caught and brought back by the police."]

Memories from Native American “Boarding Schools”

*Boarding school was generally forced upon native children to separate them from their parents.
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Father,

‘You have compelled us to do that which has made us ashamed. We have nothing to answer to
the children of the brothers of our fathers. When last Spring they called on us to go to war to
secure them a bed to lie upon, The Seneccas entreated them to be quiet until we had spoken to
you: but on our way down we heard, your army had gone to the Country which those nations
inhabit: and if they meet together the best blood on both sides will stain the ground.

Father,

‘We will not conceal from you, that the great God, and not m(a)n has preserved the Corn
planter from his own nation: for they ask continually, where is the Land which our children and
their children after them are to lie down on?

You told us say they, that the line drawn from Pensylvania, to lake Ontario, would mark it for
ever on the East, and the line running from Beaver Creek, to Pensylvania, would mark it on the
west; and we see that it is not so. For first one, and then another, come and take it away, by order
of that people, who promised to secure it to us. He is silent for he has nothing to answer.
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Since the peace was made, you have kill'd some of the Shawanese, Winebagoes Delawares and
Miamies and you have taken our lands from us and | do not see how we can remain at peace with
you if you continuetodo so. . ..

You try to force the red people to do some injury. It is you that is pushing them on to do mischief.
You endeavour to make destructions, you wish to prevent the Indians to do as we wish them to
unite and let them consider their land as common property of the whole you take tribes aside and
advise them not to come into this measure . . ..
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Englishman, although you have conquered the French, you have not yet
conquered us! We are not your slaves. . . .

Englishman, our father, the king of France, employed our young men to
make war upon your nation. In this warfare, many of them have been
killed; and it is our custom to retaliate, until such time as the spirits of the
slain are satisfied. But, the spirits of the slain are to be satisfied in either
of two ways; the first is by the spilling of the blood of the nation by which
they fell; the other by covering the bodies of the dead, and thus allaying
the resentment of their relations. This is done by making presents.

Englishman, your king has never sent us any presents . . . wherefore he
and we are still at war; and, until he does these things, we must consider
that we have no other father, nor friend, among the white men, than the
king of France. . . . You do not come armed, with an intention to make
war. . . . We shall regard you, therefore, as a brother. . . . As a token of
our friendship, we present you with this pipe, to smoke.
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Student Memories of their experiences

Lone Wolf of the Blackfoot tribe, remembered:

"[Long hair] was the pride of all Indians. The boys, one by one, would break down and cry when
they saw their braids thrown on the floor. All of the buckskin clothes had to go and we had to put
on the clothes of the White Man. If we thought the days were bad, the nights were much worse.
This is when the loneliness set in, for it was when we knew that we were all alone. Many boys
ran away from the school because the treatment was so bad, but most of them were caught and
brought back by the police."
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Let a gentleman and lady, of integrity and respectability visit these places, and they would be sur-
prised; as they wandered from one hut to the other they would view with the females who are left
alone, children half starved, and some almost as naked as they came into the world. And it is a fact
that I have seen them as much so—while the females are left without protection, and are seduced
by white men, and are finally left to be common prostitutes for them, and to be destroyed by that
burning, fiery curse, that has swept millions, both of red and white men, into the grave with sor-
row and disgrace—Rum. One reason why they are left so is, because their most sensible and ac-
tive men are absent at sea. Another reason is, because they are made to believe they are minors
and have not the abilities given them from God, to take care of themselves, without it is to see to
a few little articles, such as baskets and brooms. Their land is in common stock, and they have

nothing to make them enterprising.
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word to them, for he could forever have withheld it from them. But we find that Jesus Christ and
his Apostles never looked at the outward appearances. Jesus in particular looked at the hearts, and
his Apostles through him being discerners of the spirit, looked at their fruit without any regard to
the skin, color or nation; as St. Paul himself speaks, “Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, cir-
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