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.

Officer Richard Henry Pratt founded the first Native

. American off-reservation boarding school which was
funded by the US Government. Schools began spreadling g
across the US with the intention of Americanizing Native BN o

American people. “Kill the Indian, save the man” -Pratt

—
Supreme Court rules in Elk vs. Wilkins that John Elk, a Native
American from Nebraska, cannot vote. Elk was denied the
1 8 8 4 right to vote after he left his reservation and began living
among white people; the Supreme Court ruled that Native
4 Americans were not citizens by birth under the Fourteenth 5

Amendment and could therefore be denied the right to vote.

: Dawes General Allotment Act was passed by Congress, .
) allowing citizenship only to Native Americans who give up.
their tribal affiliations. . '
) The Indian Naturalization Act was enacted, allowing
Native Americans to apply for citizenship within the US.
The process is lengthy and difficult.
. In North Dakota, Native Americans who abandoned their
° tribal affiliations (as Dawes General Allotment Act stated)
securely gain the right to vote in Swift vs. Leach.

The Indian Citizenship Act of 1924 was passed, declaring
that all non-citizen Indians born within the US were to be
citizens. This officially gave Native Americans the right to

vote.

US Supreme Court unanimoulsy rules in favor of Brown vs.

Board of Education. Racial segregation in public schools is
now deemed unconstitutional by violating the 14th
Amendment. Overturns Plessy vs. Ferguson 1896 separate

but equal.

Civil Rights Act of 1960 was passed by Congress, requiring
the Department of Justice to inspect all voter registration
. and permits submitted to election officials.

Civil Rights Act of 1964 was passed by Congress, making it
illegal to discriminate on the basis of race, national origin,
. religion, and gender in voting, public places, workplaces,

and school.

' . President Johnson signs Voting Rights Act into law,
prohibiting barriers to political participation by racial and
. ethnic minorities. One cannot deny the right to vote on

account of race, and cannot create and implement
literacy tests, or other barriers.

National Voter Registration Act (Motor. Voter) Bill was

enacted, making voting more accessible to minority and
- low-income voters. Voter registration by mail; when \
applying for a driver's license or ID, allows voters to .

register at state agencies such as welfare'and
employment offices.

5 o Help American Vote Act (HAVA) was created to help states
. improve election administration and replace outdated
.o voting systems. HAVA also established minimum election °

administrations standards.
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