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Indigenous Interaction with Legislation
Warm Up: 
Map 1→
1. What is this a map of? _________________________________________________________________________
2. What do you notice about the labeling of this map? _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is the red dot representing? _______________________________________________________________

Map 2 →
4.  What does the yellow on this map represent? ______________________________________________________

Vocabulary Check:
	What’s the difference between a treaty and a law?






	What is a reparation?
	Who was “sovereign” over the colonies?



Activity 1: The Indigenous Experience Introduction
[image: Woodcut of person in a suit]
Directions: Read the various primary source excerpts posted and identify what inequalities or hardships Indigenous peoples faced after European settlement in their lands. Write observations in the clouds below.






Use this NPR video as an introductory resource for examining the historical and contemporary dynamics of U.S.– Indigenous relations, with a particular focus on the role and impact of treaties.
Video: Why Treaties Matter - NPR
Directions: Answer the following questions using the video to guide you. Video is found on lesson slide 6.

1. What purpose did treaties with Indigenous peoples serve right after the Revolutionary War?
	__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. One of the interviews says the US was not “gifting” Native tribes land. What does she mean?
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do these indigenous people feel like treaties with the US government have been upheld? Explain why or why not.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

4. One of the interviews comments on how students should have a curriculum of learning about tribal treaties, another says “Treaties are living documents because tribes continue to breathe life into them…”. Think about where you live – which tribe used to own the land you now live on? Why would it be important to know about them?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Historical Legislation Analysis 
	Name of legislation
	Date and between who?
	Facts of this document/Rules/Agreements

	April 1666 Treaty of Maryland with multiple Nations and Reparation
(Model - do this one with teacher)
	












	

	OBJECTIVE: Analyze the legislative history involving Native American communities  to identify patterns of inequality, displacement, and cultural erasure, and deduce the long-term impacts on Native American sovereignty and identity.

Assessment: Did we reach part of our objective?
 Reflect: What seems unfair about this treaty and why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do you think this treaty affected relationships between the colonists of Maryland and the tribes? Explain by using an example. (Do you think this treatment changed when Maryland became a state of the United States?)
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Name:_______________________________
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Indigenous Civil Rights
Warm Up

Activity 1: Group Analysis of Legislation and Treaties
	Name of legislation
	Date and between who?
	Facts of this document/Rules/Agreements

	Treaty of Fort Stanwix
	











	

	Indian Removal Act & Treaty of New Echota
	











	*What is the relationship between this act and treaty?

	Fort Laramie Treaty
	











	

	Dawes Act






	











	



Directions: Review the website posted and the timeline visual of Native American Civil Rights. Answer the following questions. 

1. What challenges have Native communities historically faced in being recognized as full participants in U.S. democracy, as described by NAYA?

2. The article mentions both the Dawes Act of 1887 and the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924. How does NAYA describe the impact of these legislation acts on Native Americans’ land, identity, and political voice?
Name:_____________________________________
3. According to the article, why is "Get out the Native Vote" an important theme during National Native American Heritage Month?

[bookmark: _vrj042f4eg44]Day 3
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/plains-treaties/dapl

Discussion Questions
Using evidence, complete an analysis of the Dakota Access Pipeline, focus specifically on who will benefit and who will suffer as a result of the pipeline.

What statement do you find more convincing? Use evidence from the source(s) to support your conclusion.
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