The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
Learning Lessons 














Lesson 1: Let’s Draw- Your Dream House 
Directions: On the top half, draw your dream house. On the bottom side of the paper, take time to draw items (artifacts) that are inside your house.  
After you complete your drawing, take time to share your drawing with your partner. 
									 BOTTOM: What items (artifacts) do you have inside your home? 
TOP: What does your dream house look like to you? What color is your home? 
Do you live in a large city or in the countryside? 
























Learning Lesson 2: Line 1- The House on Mango Street 
Directions: After reading the opening lines from the text The House on Mango Street, write a short reflection on what you have learned from this text.
Line 1: They always told us that one day we would move into a house, a real house that would be ours for always so we wouldn't have to move each year. And our house would have running water and pipes that worked.
Questions for Reflection: What are you learning from what is being shared in these opening lines of the text? What images come to your mind as you learn about what Esperanza is sharing with you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
















Learning Lesson 3: Drawing Esperanza’s Family Home: The House On Mango Street
Part 1 of 3
Directions: After reading the text below, draw an image of Esperanza’s home that she shares with her family. Next, read the questions below and write a short reflection to share your thoughts.
Line 2: But the house on Mango Street is not the way they told it at all. It's small and red with tight steps in front and windows so small you'd think they were holding their breath. Bricks are crumbling in places, and the front door is so swollen you have to push hard to get in. There is no front yard, only four little elms the city planted by the curb.











[bookmark: _Hlk201928248]Questions for Reflection: What images come to mind as you read the text? How does Esperanza describe her home? What artifacts did you find from this reading passage?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




	
Learning Lesson 3: Drawing Esperanza’s Family Home: The House on Mango Street 
 Part 2 of 3
Directions: After reading the text below, draw an image of Esperanza’s home that she shares with her family. 
Line 2: Out back is a small garage for the car we don't own yet and a small yard that looks smaller between the two buildings on either side.












Questions for Reflection: What is the impact of her home being surrounded by two buildings? Does Esperanza have a positive or negative view of her family home? How do you know? What artifacts did you find from this reading passage?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Learning Lesson 3: Drawing Esperanza’s Family Home: The House on Mango Street 
Part 3 of 3
Directions: After reading the text below, draw an image of Esperanza’s home that she shares with her family. 
Line 2: There are stairs in our house, but they're ordinary hallway stairs, and the house has only one washroom. Everybody has to share a bedroom—Mama and Papa, Carlos and Kiki, me and Nenny.











Questions for Reflection: What is the impact of this unique living situation? What are you learning from this family situation? What artifacts did you find from this reading passage?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






Learning Lesson 4: Learning about Esperanza’s Old Home: The House on Loomis Street 
Part 1 of 2
Directions: After reading the text below, draw an image of Esperanza’s home that she shares with her family. 
Line 3: Once when we were living on Loomis, a nun from my school passed by and saw me playing out front. The laundromat downstairs had been boarded up because it had been robbed two days before and the owner had painted on the wood YES WE'RE OPEN so as not to lose business.










Questions for Reflection:  
What can you infer about this area of living just from the description that Esperanza shares with us? 
What are you able to notice from this description that Esperanza shares with us? What artifacts did you find from this reading passage?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Learning Lesson 4: Learning about Esperanza’s Old Home: The House on Loomis Street 
Part 2 of 2
Directions: After reading the text below, draw an image of Esperanza’s home that she shares with her family. 
Line 3: Where do you live? she asked. There, I said pointing up to the third floor. You live there? There. I had to look to where she pointed—the third floor, the paint peeling, wooden bars Papa had nailed on the windows so we wouldn't fall out. You live there? The way she said it made me feel like nothing. 









Questions for Reflection:  What are we learning about the nun that questions where Esperanza lives? Why do you think she talks this way towards Esperanza? What artifacts did you find from this reading passage?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Learning Lesson 5: Compare and Contrast: The House on Mango Street vs. The House on Loomis Street 
Directions: Review the two drawings you completed for the House on Mango Street and the house on Loomis Street.  Write a list of what they have in common and what they do not have in common. 


The House on Mango Street                          What Both Houses Share 	             The House on Loomis Street
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

















Learning Lesson 6- The Message of Home Writing Prompt
Writing Prompt: What message is the author Sandra Cisneros communicating through Esperanza in connection to the artifacts that are portrayed within the story? Locate three artifacts from the text and analyze the messages that they present. 

	Introduction (A thesis statement- states the topic and purpose of your paper)


	Claim (What will the focus of your paper be about?)


	What is your Reason 1?

 


	What textual evidence can you use to support your reason?



	Explain- Why is your textual evidence important? (3 to 4 sentences.)


	What is your Reason 2?



	What textual evidence can you use to support your reason?

	Explain- Why is your textual evidence important? 


	What is your Reason 3?
	What textual evidence can you use to support your reason?

	Explain- Why is your textual evidence important? 


	Conclusion (Write several sentences sharing the purpose of your thoughts for this paper.)




