Archaeology Lesson
Day One: What is Archaeology/Tools in Archaeology?
	Warm Up: r/Fridge Detective Worksheet
		Allow students to describe the type of individual they think a fridge would belong to and why they think that. Have a few students share their thoughts and reasoning for each fridge. On the back of the worksheet, have student draw or write at least 5 objects that they would put into their own fridge
	Lesson: What is Archaeology/Tools in Archaeology
	Activity: Archaeological Site Determination
	Materials:
		Printouts of historical research, surface surveys, GIS surveys, GPR, and STPs
		“Artifacts” found and submitted by public
			(ex, pieces of pottery, 3D printed projectile point)
		Archaeological Site Determination Worksheet
	Directions:
1. Set up 4 stations, each with varying amounts of information about a potential dig site
2. Have students, in groups, rotate around to each potential dig site, filling out the “Archaeological Site Determination” worksheet
3. After students have rotated around to each station, come back together to discuss each station and what was found about each one.
Exit Ticket: Have students reflect on the types of information archaeologists use to determine a potential dig site. Have students choose which dig site, out of the 4 in class, they would choose, and why.
Day Two: Stratigraphy
Warm Up: Fridge Detective of Students’ Fridges
		Select a few student fridges and present them to the class. Without revealing who it is, have students predict whose fridge they think it is and provide justification as to why they think it. After some students share their predictions and reasoning, have the actual student reveal themselves and why they chose the items they did for the fridge.
	Lesson: Maryland’s Prehistory through Stratigraphy
	Activity: Stratigraphy Sandwich
	Materials:
		Bread
		Paper Plates (or Paper Towels)
		Plastic Knives
		Various sandwich ingredients to represent changes in geography and “artifacts” (ex. Peanut butter, jelly, m&m’s, raisins, mayonnaise, Nutella, pretzels, etc.) 
		Maryland’s Prehistory through Stratigraphy Worksheet
	Directions:
1. Have each student grab a paper plate (or paper towel) and a slice of bread. Go through the prehistory of Maryland (following the information from https://apps.jefpat.maryland.gov/diagnostic/PrehistoricCeramics/prehistoryinMD.html ) to create the stratigraphy of their sandwich.
2. Have students complete the “Maryland’s Prehistory through Stratigraphy” worksheet as they complete their stratigraphy sandwich.
3. Once students have finished making their stratigraphy sandwich, have students cut it in half. Have students create a diagram of their stratigraphy sandwich on the back of their worksheet.
4. Discuss what it looks like, location of objects, and the chronology of each layer (which is oldest?)
Exit Ticket: Show students an example image of stratigraphy from Maryland with some objects in it. Have students choose and object and describe what they know about it (time period, etc.)
Day Three: Artifacts and Context
Warm Up: Fridge Detective of Students’ Fridges
		Select a few student fridges and present them to the class. Without revealing who it is, have students predict whose fridge they think it is and provide justification as to why they think it. After some students share their predictions and reasoning, have the actual student reveal themselves and why they chose the items they did for the fridge.
	Lesson: Artifacts and Context	
Activity: Unknown Objects- Context Clues
	Materials:
		Plastic Containers
		4 objects from a given location, with one less-common object
			(ex. Kitchenware objects with a ricer)
		Unknown Artifacts- Context Clues Worksheet
	Directions:
1. Have students split up into 4 groups
2. Have students rotate around to each station, looking at the “artifact” in each location. Working together, have student discuss each “artifact” and discuss what they think each may have been used for and what type of location the site may be.
3. After students have gone to each station and completed the “Unknown Artifacts- Context Clues” worksheet, have students discuss as a class what they think the objects may be and what they were used for.
Exit Ticket: Show students an example image of an archaeological site with some familiar objects in it and one mystery object. Have students complete, similar to the worksheet, items they recognize, their function, and what purpose they think the unknown object may have, along with their reasoning.
Day Four: Categorizing Artifacts
Warm Up: Fridge Detective of Students’ Fridges
		Select a few student fridges and present them to the class. Without revealing who it is, have students predict whose fridge they think it is and provide justification as to why they think it. After some students share their predictions and reasoning, have the actual student reveal themselves and why they chose the items they did for the fridge.
	Lesson: Why We Categorize Artifacts
	Activity: Categorizing Artifacts
	Materials:
		4 Sets of the tiles from the boardgame “Wilmot’s Warehouse,” which can be found here: https://gamicus.fandom.com/wiki/Items_(Wilmot%27s_Warehouse) 
		Envelopes
		Timer (can use timers or phone, depending on school policy)
		Categorizing Artifacts Worksheet
	Directions:
1. Have students split up into 4 groups
2. Each group gets a set of Wilmot’s Warehouse tiles, which they should place facedown so the images on the tiles are hidden, and the “Categorizing Artifacts” worksheet
3. Have each group complete the first part of the worksheet, with the teacher showing a certain tile that each group then needs to find, timing how long it takes
4. Each group then gets 5-10 envelopes
5. Have each group go through the different tiles and discuss how to categorize them into 5-10 groups. Once they are sorted into groups, label the envelopes with the categorizations (ex. “tiles that are mostly yellow” or “tiles that contain an animal”) and place the tiles into their respective envelopes. Any unused envelopes should be taken away
6. Have each group complete the second part of the worksheet, with the teacher showing a certain tile that each group then needs to find, timing how long it takes
7. Extended Version: Have each group swap envelopes with each other, then complete the final part of the worksheet, with the teacher showing a certain tile that each group then needs to find, timing how long it takes.
8. Have students discuss as a class how easy or difficult it was to find different tiles when they were categorized, not categorized, and categorized by another group. Relate this to how artifacts are categorized and whether or not there should be a universal way.
Exit Ticket: Have students respond to the prompt “Should there be a universal way to categorize artifacts?  Why or why not? Use data from your worksheet to support your answer.”
Day Five: Preservation/Conservation
	Warm Up: Fridge Detective of Students’ Fridges
		Select a few student fridges and present them to the class. Without revealing who it is, have students predict whose fridge they think it is and provide justification as to why they think it. After some students share their predictions and reasoning, have the actual student reveal themselves and why they chose the items they did for the fridge.
Lesson: Conservation/Preservation
Activity: Dig Site Stations
	Materials:
		Plastic Containers
		Sand (2 Different colors, if doing extended version)
		“Artifacts”
			4 objects for each “themed” site
(ex. 3D printed projectile point, ceramic/pottery pieces, kitchenware)
		Plastic Spoons and Brushes
Dig Site Stations Worksheet
	Directions:
1. Create dig sites by adding sand and “artifacts.” Each dig site should have a theme (ex. Kitchenware in one). If doing the extended version, have two different layers of differently-colored sand, with objects of different themes in each (ex. Kitchenware in one layer, garage supply in another layer)
2. Have students split up into groups and go to a dig site. At each site, students, working together, complete the “Dig Site Station” worksheet for their first Dig Site
3. Before rotating to their next dig site, have students choose an “artifact” that they would want to keep and hand it to the teacher. If doing the extended version, have an “artifact” from each layer removed.
4. Have students continue to rotate around until they have completed the “Dig Site Station” worksheet for each dig site.
5. Have students share their findings and predictions about what each dig site was. Have students reflect on how easy or difficult it was, based off the amount of artifacts remaining in the site
Exit Ticket: Have students reflect on how archaeologists both destroy and preserve history. Have students reflect on what they can do, as citizens, to help conserve historical artifacts.
